
SOME OBJECTS. OF THANKS
Thanksgiving Day in Nova Scotia--Variable Reasons for OfficialThanks in the United States.The Scottish HighlandersGive. Thanks for a Special Reason.
NEARLiY throe-quarters of b cen¬

tury before the American Con-
ttuentii) Congresr, publicly gave

thanks after the decisive buttle of the|
War of Independence the Governor oil
Nova Suollu set apart a day for a simi¬
lar purpose, founded upon similar rea-
BOns. Its object, like that of the Ameri¬
can Congress, was to oxpreHs the grati¬
tude of a people who hud won In a

great struggle.
Since then Nova Scotia haa done

much the same bm Its neighbor. Jl
sols apart a day once each yeur to re¬
flect upon Its upbuilding, when it em¬

phasizes upon its younger generation
the pries paid by their forefather* for
their home.
Nova Scotia, in fact, has just as

much cause for such a duy as the Unit¬
ed State8. Its early history Is charac¬
terized by a tubulence not equaled In'
the world's history by any other lo¬
cality. Aside from the many assault*
and scars It received from Indians.
pirates and prlvaleern, It was actually
besieged by real warfare methods and
changed hands thirteen times from Its
founding In 160t to lts final conquering
In 1710.
Because of this It hog been called

the football of the nations De Monis
first planted the flag of nance on the
Island In June. 1(104, and was driven
ofT by the English under Captain
Argali in 1013.
With the exception of a company of

Scotchmen, who held brl«-f residence
there In 1620, there was ulmost con¬
tinual dispute between the French and
English uyel" its possession, and it was
not until 1 ;00 that the settlement be¬
gan to assume tho proportions of .1

town and became dignified by the name
.f Fort Royal. For aeven years
French remained in peaceful potsce-
alon; then came a idege which culmin¬
ated in the filial control of the island]by tho British guvemmmt.
Therein lay the Incentive for No\j

.-ieotla's day of thanksgiving. The
y tench gat rlfon was commanded by
General Suhercaae. one ol France's
sreat lighting tons, and for two years
tiic British, under General Nicholson,
lay before tlie old fort und town, build¬
ing elcgn works In winter and resum¬
ing active operations In summer.

Comparing them with modern mili¬
tary forces they were small in num¬
bers, but the battle of Port Royal is
regardej aa one uf the' most stubborn¬
ly fought on the American Continent,
The spring of 1710 found both tides in
a deplorable condition. Throughout
that summer disease and partial famine
racked the bodies of Subercase and his
men; the English 'had become worn
out by hard work and exposure, ha¬
rassed by Indians and rangersj and
lorn and stricken down by the ever-j
ready flro of the French.
The privation ami the news of the

eotnlug of the English aid ilnally in¬
duced Suoercase to accept lernt« oi
«"irrender. Gen»-ral Nicholson was Im¬
pressed with Subercase's defense, and
realizing that his men could not have
withstood the hardships of the ap¬
proaching winter. Issued a proclama¬
tion calling upon the people to pub¬
licly return thanks for tho outcome
of the struggle and appointed October
21. 1710, as the day.
The first English service hud In the

chapel which had been bulit by the
French occurred on that day. conduct¬
ed by the garrison chaplain. Reverend.
John Harrison, when, also, the new
name of the town, Annapolis-Royal,
was dedicated In honor of yneen Anne.
General Fuboroase, though surrend¬

ering the fort and town with a haugh¬
ty dignity, added a little wit to the oo:
vaslon. and when he handed the keys
to General Nicholson, said. "1 do so,
hoping to give you a visit next
spring."
By these words General Subercnso

strengthened the Idea of a day of an¬
nual thanks In Nova Scotia. The fol¬
lowing spring came without Suher-
case, the following summer passed
without Subercase, though there was
.-onstant dread, and with the approach
if winter forbidding hostilities the in¬
habitants again gave thanks on the
L'lst day of October for the year's bless¬
ing's and the absence or SUbercase.

Since then their Thanksgiving Day
ha« been celebrated In a somewhat
similar manner aa In the United States.
Like our forefathers, Nova Scotia's an¬
cestry used to sfscnililf In solemn
meeting In the town hall, where the
ears of .the children were made to

absorb the tale of the struggles unit
privations of those who had settled
aha developed their country for them.
Later, they were gathered In the church
to hear the nplrllu.il side of the les¬
son, which culminated In the reudlng of
prayers or thanks.
This was regarded as a solemn duty:

and as sultmn splritul duties could
not. In those days, be performed with
any but empty stomachs, Ihe younger
generation came out with a rush when
the services ended. ¦yIt meant that ;!ie preparation of the
feast was to begin. Sturdy, robust
fathers had, the rew days before, In*
Velgled from the waters dround An- jnapollr.-noy.-il big. sll vc ry-slded mack-I
erel and had wrung and dressed
chestnut flavored gobblers, while
buxom housewives had rounded out
and stored away fat, luscious pies,doughnuts and cakes.

In'the afternoon the atmosphere of
Annapolis-Royal contulued the most
appetising of odors, .lust as dusk fell
und ehe lights »hone from tho windows
of the little town came the family re-
unions, big groups that gathered about
long tables that held enough to feed
live times as many.
The historical causes or Nova Scotia's

Thanksgiving Day arf- still one of Im
features, though the Htralght-laced
methods of' celebration have lung ago
disappeared. Each year the younger
generation arc told of the great eacrl-
llce of their forefathers. There are
services In the churches and schools,
and In the Speeches the past and pres¬
ent nre held up in contrast. The re¬
minders of prosperity come with the
feant In the evening.
Tho footing of Plymouth flock was

the cause for the tlrst outburst of
gratitude of the Pilgrims and the ac¬
knowledgment of divine aid in ac¬
quiring their first harvest, brought out
the second. ThH, however, was not an
annual event, for there was 3 constant
Offering of thank: for protection from
Indians and the completion of any
particular piece of work.
Hoveral years after the establishment

of their tlist colony a long drought
seriously menaced the crops. The re¬
ligious disposition of the Puritans re¬
sponded at once in suppllcutiorn-: for
l-ellef, and In the midst of a day of
fasting and prayer the drought was
broken by the coming of rain and the
service ciiangcd to one of thanksgiv¬ing.
"The harvest which God thus gave

to this pious people." writes Cotton
Mather. In mentioning this event In his
Magnatlä Christi, "cause.I ihem to set
upart another day I'.r solemn thanks¬
giving to the glorious Hearer of Pray¬
ers."

It became en annual event after that,
[extending to the Dutch In New York.

The War of Independence was the
cause of one or more official offerings
<>t thanks during that struggle, and at
the surrender of Lord Cornwall's the
Continental Congress, after its public
acknowledgement, immediately return-
CiX to Independence Hall and recom¬
mended to the executives of the various
States that a day for that purpose be
set apart each year. The first national
proclamation on the subject was not
Issued until 1789, und the sceond did
not follow until ÜS5.
War was again ihe inspiration when

the War of ISlJ terminated. I'resldent
Madison recommended to Congress that
the- day he made u national holiday,
but It brought out tUeh opposition from
some of the representatives, on the
Kro-iiifi that It smacked too much of
Puritanical bigotry, that it was aban¬
doned. It was not until 1S ÜS that
twenty-five of the States officially
[adopted the measure, setting apart the
last Thursday in November.
Again was war the Incentive during

the War of thr States. There were
tome to whom a day of thanksgiving
during that period teemed like a

mockery, but the general impression
that It should he recosrnlzed by the
general government and made a nat¬
ional holiday began to grow.
The final suggestion which resulted

in this eaino In 1 SC:', from Mrs. Sarah
Josepha Hale, editros* of Godey's Lady |Hook. It gained the approbation of
President Lincoln at once, but since
that first proclamation the general
thanks thus recommended have been
devoted to no particular object.
The Episcopal Church In Scotland.

(hiring the latter part of the summe!-jof l & 7 7. ordained special prayers for.
use on the Ith day of November of
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thai year for thanks for the abundant
harvest of the year.
The ordination, however, oame when

(her-; was only tho evidence. As a mat-
'.01 of fact the harvest turned out to
je one of the worst since the lands of
'.ho 111 vr 'landers had been under culti¬
vation. Yet the church authorities re¬
fused to abandon their Intentions,
vhleh ha.s listed a most peculiar reason
'or the public offering of thanks.

until well into September of that
/ear the , fields promised rich
/leid», but while the wheat was still
.tresn and the barley, potatoes and
turnips wore In their last stages of the
.-»roceai, of maturing, a succession of
a'lud, snow and rain storms laid at!
:he fields Waste. What the wind and
.mow did not ruin the roln rotted.

'iuch an entire destruction made the
outlook for the coming winter a seri¬
ous one, and there were mony discus¬
sions during tho Interval preceding
'.he Highlanders' Thanksgiving Day.
In some cases they penetrated the
clergy's ranks. They tell the story' of
« Presbyterian divine who had given
over a certain time at each service In
which to offer an extemporaneous pray-
or for fine weather. In the midst of
one of these he was interrupted by a
violent storm ot wind and rain, to em¬
phasize which a heavy fall of hall
crashed against tho windows.
The clergyman took In the situation

after a moment's hesitation, then
changing his tone of humble entreaty
to one of indifference and sarcasm, he
continued his prayer thus: "Weel, weel.
then, ruin aiwa'. Dora, and spile all the
pulr folkB' corn, as ye did the Ither
year, und see what ye'll mak' o' your
handiwork!"
Two centuries before that the High-

landers cultivated parcels of land from
one-quartor to an acre In size and the
crops were of the poorest kind; In 1877
their plots were many times greater In
size and In an excellent stato of culti¬
vation. It was this evolution that
made the Scots rise to the occasion.
The outlook for the winter -was not so
severe as It would have been for their
ancestors, wherein lay the cause for
gratitude.
The Highlanders were originally

known as "Crofters." a group of men
whose state of society was so far re¬
moved from civilization that It re¬
sembled the Bedouin Arabs. They
lived in clans or groups, composed of
families, each headed by a heredi¬
tary chief.
Land cultivation at that time

amounted to practically nothing. The
sole desire of the chiefs was to In¬
crease these retainers, who were re¬
warded by shares for their raids on
the Lowlanders of Stirlingshire, the
Carse of Oowrle, and other rich corn
and potato lands of the south.

It was thin uncertain state of ex¬
istence that caused the beginning ot
the evolution after the battle of Cul-
loden in 1748, and brought civilization
for the Highlanders. The climate of
the Highlands of Scotland Is none the
best for agricultural purposes, but the
chiefs and their people realized that
herds of well fed cattle and sheep
were much better then half-starved re¬
tainers and raids, and the progress
which they made under this, new policy
was considered remarkable. Before a
generation had passed, many times the
original number of acres hud been
placed under cultivation, raids had be¬
come unknown, and the people were
living in comfortable homes.
The object of the thanksgiving ser¬

vice was the contrast and the Improved
moral, domestic, and perhaps the phy¬
sical condition of the Highlanders. Al¬
though tho crops were lacking It was
an expression of thanka for the transi¬
tion of their race from the hovels of
two centuries before to the spacious
farms and homesteads of their day.a
tribute to the energy and pluck and
perseverance of their forefathers.
While Thanksgiving Day In the

Scottish Highlands Is not a national
event, the descendants of thöse Croft¬
er? gather once each year after the
harvest season and read the special
prayer of thanks, no matter how large
or small the crop output.

ASHEVILLE
[Special to The Tlmes-DIspatch.i

Asheville, N. C. November 25..In-
Vitatlons have been Issued by Mrs.
Minnie Mervlh Swartz to the marriage
of her daughter, Elsie Cleveland, to
Maurice Srnderson Reed, which will
be solemnized at Grace Episcopal
Church Tuesday afternoon. Kor th<»
past three years Mr. Reed has been
a student at the Washington and Lee
University, where he specialized In the
study of architecture. He and Mrs.
Reed will tour the North, after which
they will reside In Chicago, where Mr.
Reed will continue his studies In his
chosen profession.
Mr. and Mrs. John M. McElrath an¬

nounce the engagement and approach¬
ing marriage of their dnughter. Miss
Minnie McElrath, to William Mttnii-
fleld Booze, of Atlanta. The ceremosy
will \,e performed on the morning of
November 30. at the residence of the
bride's parentp, on Central Avonue.
Mr. and Mrs. Booze will take a wed¬
ding trip which will last about two
weeks, after which they will be at
home at Atlanta.

Mrs. J. II. Allport gave a dellghtf jl
party at her home on Charlotte Street
Friday evening, In celebration of the
birthday of her nephew, Hobart All-
port, which was attended by a large
number of Mr. Allport's friends. :Vi,e
home of Mrs. Allport was tastily decor
ated for the occasion, und her Jrueita
had a most enjoyable time.

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Hnrold
Swope. Mrs. Charles E. WaddeL en¬
tertained at Ihelr homo in Blltmoie.
Tuesday afternoon. The nffur was
Informal and was a most delightful
one.
About a dözen guests were enter¬

tained by Mrs. Rutus Woodcock i on
Tuesday afternon at ftn Informal
bridge party, Which was greatly en¬
joyed. The house was beau'ltully
decorated for the occasion and at¬
tractive prizes were awarded to the
winners of the games.

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Jordan ont-ji--
tuined a few of their friends Sri.-, i.dayct'temoon at "golf luhcirtson," which
was a unique and enjoyable affa'f.
Their guests were Mies Elean »r Mor-
llson, Mrs. Vance Brown, Miss Annie
V/'lllams, Miss Anle Mende. Miss Eu-
ani la Johnson, Edwin Fröat, H. F.
Seymour, Hörbert Brown ahd R^v. H.
Fields Stumenlng.
The Saturday Music Ciuk has elect¬

ed the following officers for th<? on-
si ing year: President, Mrs. R. y-Campbell; Vice-president, Mrs. FrancisCleminger; Secretary ami Tfoueufer,Miss L'nda Schaxttev, Correspondings'earetäry, Mrs. w. Banks MdaCnArn.
Tho program committee 18 comm
of Miss Carrie Whltioök, Miss L'nda
Sehartle, Mrs. O. C , Hamilton andMiss Minnie WeStall.
In honor of her 6lster, Miss Nalllle

Wright, of California, whi 'a a mor.t
atlraotive Asheville visitor, Miss KateWright entertained informally Satur¬
day afternoon at her homo at Mirtgold
rotlago, In Albemarle Park. A num¬
ber of Miss Wright's friends spent
a pleasant afternoon as her guestsOPd wore charmed to meet her slflttii,who will fettaJn In this city for someI tljr.o.
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Thanksgiving Day Im the White Homse
WASHINGTON, D. C, November

25..Thanksgiving Day will seo
a big gathering of the Taft

clan at the White House. The Presi¬
dent belloves In the old-fashioned, Now
England "way of celebrating and will
eat his turkey surrounded by his fami¬
ly. There will bo, In addition to Mrs.
Tsft and Miss Helen Taft. Master
Chnrlle, who will run on from his
school In Wätertown, Connecticut.
Young Robert will also be a member
ol the party, and it is safe to say mere
will be several school friends sand¬
wiched in amongst the number.
For weeks the .Executive Mansion has

been having a., regular "'fall cleaning."
All during the lovely October weäth-
er, when' the President was out West
on his trip, painters were busy making
the exterior ae white a6 snow, while
men with water and pumice-stone
rubbed the stone., steps till they looked
as bright as a Dutch parlor floor. So
the Tafts found the house as clean and
sweei as the proverbial new pin. all
ready to celebrate on the last Thurs¬
day of November.
The President's turkey Is always the

gift of a Mr. Vose, who lives up In
Rhode Island and takes pride in See¬
ing how near tlfty pounds he can get.
his prize gobbler to tip the scales. It
arrives sometimes alive, occasionally
already dressed, but always delicious.
This year there has been competition,
for another man announced that he
had a hugo fellow intended to tickle
the presidential palate. Both will be
likely to arrive on time. An additional
turkey will come in hany, anyway, as
it is Mr. Toft's custom every year at
this time to present to each one of
the married men employed at the
mansion a flno specimen of this bird.
On Thanksgiving morning Mr. Taft

attends Services at the Unitarian
Church of All Souls, whirling there In

Hdve your Old feathers renovated. Wil¬
low Plumes made from old feathers like
new. Big reduction on new Willows.'
Call find sec us. Out-of-town peoplewrite for catalogue.
iDo Leo New York Feather Hospital,

213 North First Street,1 Richmond, Va.

a red automobile and followed by
two secret service men on motor¬
cycles. Mrs. Taft goes just across the
park, to old St. John's, which Is a
fashionable Episcopal church frequent¬
ed ^y the dlplomrts and wei'tliv peo¬
ple generally. Luncheon Is i llgh>. af¬
fair.merely a bite to stay tho
stomachs till the serious matter of the
evening arrives.
Dinner on this occasion.in face

every day.Is served In the large State
dining-room, in Which all formal func¬
tions arc held. The family always
breakfast In the small, private din¬
ing-room. Dinner Is served after sev¬
en and In the brilliantly lighted room,
where the huge polished mahogany Is
glittering with silver and 'cut glass
and the warm air rodolont with llow-
ors. From the walls former Presidents
look down on the merry feast. Though
outside Is gray and cold, yet tho cheer¬
ful glow from the crackling logs In
the open fireplace gives a cosy look
to the stately room.
The dinner usimlly consists of the

menu which every patriotic American
gathers within him on such occasions.
soup, turkey, tlsh, vegetables, fruits.
Mr. Taft also requires n fat Georgia
'possum with a 'tater In his mouth to
cream, nuts and coffee. It Is said that
accompany the bird, but that bit of
gossip Is of doublous origin. The
wallers nre two deft colored men, for
Mrs. Taft has a liking for colored help.
She replacod the white policemen nt
the front door of the White House by
two colored men in Taft livery. She
thought It looked too much like a pub¬
lic Institution to have policemen nt the
private entrance to tho President s
house.
After dinner the President usually

passes a quiet ovenlng, though he may
take a notion to go to the play, of
which he and his family are very fond.
Then the young people have guests, so
there is plenty of merriment all over
the big White House during the whole
evening.

Mrs. Jeff ray, the housekeeper, at¬
tends to the details of the establish¬
ment, goes in person to market every
dsy, and purchases tho supplies for the
table. The President pays the bills for
the food used by himself and faintly,
but is given an allow'ancu by the gov¬
ernment for that eaten by the em¬
ployes of .the house, which are about
twenty-six in number.
There nro two kitchens.one a largo

one handsomely fitted up with evel-y
modern Improvement, while a smaller
one Is- used nö a storeroom. Nearby
are the rooms' In which tho (lowers
from the conservatory uro proparod
for decorating tho house and tablo,
where the Ico la kept and' small clos¬
ets for numberless dotalla which go
.to make up household furniture. The

coole is a woman, and tho dishes are
cooked in the Southern style, ot which
Mf. Taft IS very fond.

It was Mrs. Taft who first started
tiie use in the White House of the
modern way of cleaning stiver byeioctrlcity.
There is one thine about the Thanks¬

giving dinner of the President that
not one American in 1,000,000 knows.
that the President and not the wife
of the President la ulways waited on
in-.-! This rule also obtains in the
every day family meal, and has been
followed for many administrations.
The White House silver Is very heavy,and has the words "Executive Man¬
sion" In script engraved on the
bundles.
A good story is told Mr. Roosevelt

about one of his Thanksgivings in tho
White House. It seems that on this
particular November the unnunl Voso
turkey arrived in a dressed condition,
but a reporter sent out a story that
it camo alive in a crate; that one of
tho Roosevelt boys was allowed to
torment It and a cartoon appeared In
a paper representing Mr. Roosevelt as
looking out of u window laughing nt
his boy worrying the bird. As soon
as he saw It, Mr. Roosevelt sent word
that this particular reporter had worn
out his welcome, and would not be. al¬
lowed at tho Whlto House offices
again. And the puper slnco then hus
stood In the bad graces ot our ex-
Presldeut

WILMINGTON
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.!Wilmington, N. C, November 25..The leading event to toelety this week

wt.t the first dance o'. the season givenby L'Arloso German Club. Thn af-fi.lr took place last night In the hand¬
some ballroom ot the Masonic Voiu-itioi and was largely a-tended. Nevtto the Christmas Jauci and perhaps,that after Easter, tho L'Arloso's In-pi^gural terpslchorean evei » is alwaysconS'dered tho most brilliant fu'tc-lonif tho season. East night's affair wasilö exception, olther In charm or n.-ll-lluhcy.
The monthly meeting of Cape *FeaiChapter. United Daughter* of tho t;on-j'edtracy, wus held this wotk, and wasJot more than ordinary Interest, as thedelegates to th.e recent cinventlai 'nRichmond made their reports, whichiwire enthusiastic in nature and teum-ed with praise of tho lavish hospltui-Ity of tho people of Richmond.
What was called an ; utumn fair,I «.ing a decidedly chAwn'hg and de¬

lightful indoor fete, w-ts given Thurs¬day night under the iu-.|Jces ot the
luiughtors of Rohekm. Tie event wns
ghen In the big hall ot tho Odd PY1-
li'ws" Temple, which , was flttlngl *

dtcoratcd. In oonectlon w'th the event
v.gs presented u fine musics! prjfarn,

which included a concert by the CapeTear Independent Band.
A delightful event ulso took placeThursday night when the youngermembers of the Howard Belief Cltibtendered a dauco In hon >:. of Mr. andMrs. A. D. Wessen, Jr
The student body of Middle SoundSchool gave a splendid entertainmentFriday night at the school building,A feature was an address deliveredby J. O. Carr, chairman of the Boardof Education.

[Special to The Tlmes-Dispatoh.JReldsville. N. C, November 25..Mrs.
Charles A. P'enn has returned fr.om
a visit to friends and relatives InNew York.

MIbs Kate Ellington has returnedfrom a visit to friends In MadiBbn. N.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Irvln Anderson andMr. and Mrs. Clarence Anderson Sfevisiting their parents, Mr. and Mrs.E. P. Anderson, In West End.
Mrs. S. A. Bushwcll, who has been

on a visit to relatives In Caswoll, tt-turned this week to her daughter, Mrt>.S. A. Neal, on Virginia Street.
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Smith and lit¬tle son, of Greensboro, N. C, aro on a

visit to Mrs. Smith's parents. M \ undMrs. J. C. Hufflnes, on Main Street.
Mrs. Oscar Moffltt, of High Point,is visiting Mrs. J. N. Hester.
T. J. Fetzer. of Wadesboro. N. O.,has been a guest of his brother, Chas.

Fetzer, for several days.
Richard Ellington, a former Ril'l.t-vllle boy, now of Madison, N. C. Is

visiting his paronts. Captain arid Mrfe.
A. J. Ellington, on Main Street.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Whlttemore. Mies
Eva Mc.Cauloy and Robert I*. Huflrieft.
are visiting relatives and friends "h
Greensboro, N. C.

Miss Irma Alien and Mrs. HowiJI:of Danville. Va.. are visiting Mrs. .1.
R. Webster, on Main Street.

Rev. G. M. Tolsen. rector of ftH\
Episcopal Church here, who has ueejlon quite an extended pleasure trip
through Florida, returned Monday and
was warmly welcor. ed by his pa Mi-.H-
.loneers.
W. M. C'raddock, n former., Reldsville.

citizen, now of Greensboro. N. C-, spdnl
last Saturday In our city among Iiis
friends.
Wallnco Hufflnes. a student at Trin. jIty College N. C spent the past week

with his parents, Mr. and Mr*. ). D.
Hufflnes on Main Street.
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